Atypical tracheobronchial vascular compression.
Vascular compression of the tracheobronchial tree frequently presents early in infancy with significant airway compromise. For this reason, the pediatric otolaryngologist is often consulted early in the assessment of these patients. Three unusual cases of tracheobronchial vascular compression are presented. The diagnosis and management of children with tracheobronchial vascular compression is discussed, stressing the importance of synchronous airway anomalies and associated congenital cardiac anomalies. Although surgical intervention may be corrective in most cases of vascular compression, persistent tracheomalacia may necessitate tracheotomy for a prolonged period.